THE  NEW   COMMUNITY
democrat, must become conscious of itself as a real and
living faith, we mean the opposite of this.
We mean that the duty of the individual democrat
to-day is to seek, in a spirit of religious self-devotion, to
bring democracy into being. He has truly to regard
his mate or his neighbour as his 'political' equal. And
that has not very much to do with the fact of their
equal possession of the parliamentary franchise. That
is a fact; merely to recognize it as a fact has no
dynamic meaning at all. What we have to do is to
realize it as a truth, to understand in our imagination
(which is the harmony of heart and mind) the truth of
which the fact is only the outward sign. My mate and
my neighbour have an equal share with me in respon-
sible sovereignty over our common social destiny; and
it is my duty to try to make that equal sovereignty a
reality of experience.
Still, it seems abstract. We have to overcome that
abstraction, and to make this relation of abstract
political equality a relation of real political equality.
And that can only be done by a new relation of com-
munity; indeed, whenever it is attempted there comes
into being the nucleus of new community. In a spirit
of complete simplicity we have to set ourselves to
re-create the elements of personal community, as men
who have by hard and bitter experience learned that
democracy must strive to become true fellowship. For
democracy to be real and vital its members must
really know and love one another. They must have
tried one another, discovered whom to trust; more
than this, they must be knit to one another by the
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